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DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL OR PER~ 
THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE DUODJ 

INTRODUCTION 

The authorship of the anonymous pamphlet D1 
tatis Natalis Bedae remains disputed to this day 1

• 

as Margaret Mann Phillips, E.V. Telle and Franc 
it was the work of the French nobleman Louis dE 
hand, Walter Bense conjectured that it was the wc 
theology Jacques Merlín, a theory supported mo1 
Farge3. This paper aims todo two things: first, to p 
direct textual evidence that supports the argument 
and secondly, to make a case about the intended p 

The question of the pamphlet's authorship is i 
interpretation of the text is shaped, in part, by attril 
attribution to Berquin could lead one to conclude 
is an expression of the evangelique sentiment, sim 
Berquin's writings and enacted by the reformers ir 
My reading of the text, on that other hand, sugge 

The pamphlet's full title is Duodecim Articuli injidelitat1 
Jacultate Theologiae Parisiensis, et eiusdem facultatis sy1 
tationum ( similibus haeresibus et articulis infidelitatis refé 
rimis scatante) lúe ad verbum fideliter excerpti, repm 
pamphlet displays no author or publication data . Brigitte l 
ship of the pamphlet to Louis de Berquin, and the printing t< 
Brigitte Moreau, lnventaire Chronologique des éditions 
d 'apres les manuscripts de Philippe Renouard, JI! (152J.j 
1985), p. 326. 

Margaret Mann Phillips, Erasme et les débuts de la 
H. Champion, 1933), p. 140-149. E.V. Telle, Le Chev 
des louenges de marriage (1525) (Geneva, Droz, 1976), 
Censorship and the Sorbonne: A Bibliographical Study ~ 
by the Faculty ofTheology ofthe University of Paris, 1520 
p. 29-30, n. 27. 

Walter F. Bense, "Noel Beda and the Humanist Reform 
unpublished PhD. dissertation, (Harvard: 1967), p. 714, 1 

"Les proces de Louis de Berquin: Episodes dans la lutte d 
l 'absolutisme royal", Histoire et Archives 18 (July-Dec. 20C 


